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7. bus i ith the Lad concerning the Prophets. 
that make my Fr err, and bite with their. 
Teeth, and cry, He that putteth nat 
into their Mouths, they even prepare War 
963 Mica iii. 8. 
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| . © E596 
Ar all Offences, againſt God or 
Nan, the Rights of Nature, o 4 ö 
Laws of Nations, none he 
more odious and ſhockin „ more 
peſtilent and big with ion, 
— than Falhood —— Pulpit, 
and Fraud in the Mouth of a Prieſt. It is a moſt 
malignant Wickedneſs, heinous in its Nature, 
baneful and deadly in its Effects. It betrays a Truſt + 


e the 
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Hearts of Mankind. It belies the Voice of the 
God of Truth, and brings in the Father and Foun- 
tain of Light, to aid the Works of Darkneſs, 

uſher'd in with all the Pomp of ſacred Truth, 
and aſſerted in the Terms of divine Inſpiration 
and Authority. The moſt infamous Errors and 

Abſurdities are impreſs'd upon the Minds f 
Men, nay, enforc'd by the Terrors of Hell and 

the Pains of eternal Damnation. Whole Nations 
may thus be deluded into Ruin, Calamities multi- 

ply'd, and Miſeries diffus'd. All Iniquities ſan- 
ctify'd, all Morality perverted, and the Face of 

Nature an'aſtoniſhing Scene of Enormity and De- 

ſolation. | 3 f 1 

To check the Progreſs of Pulpit Proſtitution, to 
expoſe the Impiety of Sermonizing Libellers, and the 
horrible Deſigns of Wolves in Sheeps Cloathing, is to 
aid the Cauſe of Virtue and Morality, to aſſert our 
Right to Liberty and Happineſs. It vindicates 
Chriſtianity againſt thoſe who would wickedly abuſe - 
and betray it. It reſcues its Orders and Offices 

from general Indignation and Contempt. It de- 
feats the unjuſt and diſhoneſt Attempts of thoſe who 
would delude Mankind. It brings them into 

| deſerved Abhorrence, and deters the Imitation of 
ſuch odious Examples. 5 
| How admirably well did that excellent Prelate, 
who ſhines at the Head of this Dioceſe, recom- 
mend to us all this laudable Work, in the firſt of 
his Paſtoral Letters His Lordſhip complain'd 
with great Reaſon, how the Sins of a few were 
charg'd as the Offences of all; how particular 
| Men of the Function were made a Reproach to 
the Order; and particular Offenders occaſion*d 
Imputations upon the whole Body of the Clergy. 
He caution'd us wiſely againſt every Miſtake of 
, this Nature, and that the Priefthood in omg . 
1 | | might -- 
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© might not be-accusd or condemn'd, om Ace ttt 


of any vicious or immoral Clergyman. He ex- 
horts us earneſtly to bring them to Juſtice where-) _ 


ever we found them, well knowing that thoſe'who- 
protect and connrve at the Criminals partake. of 


their Guilt, and are Patrons of all their Ini- 


uity. SUS Ant k 21 
8 25 T us then in Imitation, and at the Advice f 
this Prelate, zealous for good Worts; let us bring 

before the Judgment of Mankind a Clergyman 
guilty of ſcandalous. Enormities, who has even 
ly*'d to Heaven and Mankind, proftituted his Cha- 
rater to the Arts of Sedition and Faction, em- 
ploy'd his Miniſterial Offices to the Ends of Party 
and Diviſion z n6r prophan'd the Uſe of the Pul- 
pit only, nor poifon'd his Congregation alone, but 
has even appear'd from the Preſs with uplifted Eyes 
and Hands, declaring himſelf conſcious and aſſur d. 
that he has not advanc d any Notions which he ought to 
retraft or diſavow.; and that there is nothing contain d 
in bis Sermon, but «chat ſtriftly conforms to. the Do. 
rod: of the Church, and to the Laws of the.” 
H has the Modeſty in his Dedication: to in- 

form thoſe worthy and honourable Perſons whom! 
he is pleas'd to make his Patrons, that they, thke 
Lord-Mayor and Sheriffs of this City, muſt be an- 
ſwerable for his Impertections. If they do anſwer' - 
for him, I am perſuaded they muſt give him up to 
publick Cenſure at leaſt. I ſhall be ſorry for the 
City of London, that his Errors and Abſurditieg be 
laid to its Charge; or that the ſupreme Officers of 
this great Metropolis ſhould protect the moſt gla- 
ring Falſhoods, _. Fin YAY 2 Tot 
IsH4A LL not follow the Attempts of many, 
who have trac'd a Parallel thro? the Doctor's Narra- 
. tive of the Reſtoration; nor do I regard the 1 4 
| dis. 4 I alla- 
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9 up — the Chyrch of England, becauſe the De- 
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Paſſages o of a PEP Farce. in this Iland. to- atue the.” | 


Loyaliſts into Acquieſcence; baniſb' d Sovereign, Right, + 


of Inheritance, &c. If he meant them in the wor/? 
Senſe, I deſpiſe them ſo much, I ſhould only have 
laugh'd at — had they been conceiv'd in the 


Liang. Expreſſions. 


Bur I am greatly concern'd, when he ſtrikes. | 


at the very Being of a free and happy der. 


by invading the Legal Toleration of Diſſenters from 
the Church of England, by accuſing thoſe great 


Bodies of Men with Crimes committed before they 


were born, and viſiting the Sins f the Fathers on the 
third and fourth Generations; by repreſenting them 
as Men who do not deſerve the * they one, | 


by ftiling them falſe Brethren, and giving them U 
ſage which neither becomes him as a Gentleman or 
Man f Letters, a Chriſtian or a Divine. 


WnarEVER Authority Dr. Middleton may think 
he has to arraign the Toleration of Diſſenters he 


himſelf has no more Right to his Pulpit than they 
to their Separation; and it deſerves the ſevereſt Cen- 


ſure, that any Clergyman whatever ſhould dare to 


aſperſe and abuſe ſo many of his Majeſty's good and 
faithful Subjects, under a Prince who —— to be 
the common Father of all his People. | 


Ir che Gentlemen of his Cloth had ever exerted - 


chemielves half ſo much, as their Diſſenting Bretbren 


have at all Times done for the Royal Family, and 
for civil Liberty, he might give himſelf this Air of 
Superiority with much more Decency and Candour. 


But this muſt be ſaid in Behalf of the Diſſenters af 


all Denominations, the Qyaker and the Few, againſt 
whom he is ſo ſpiteful, not excepted, that if it bad. 
not been for their Fidelity, his m ft Jacred A woule 1 
never have ſat on this Throne. 
Do we hear the Diſſenters, or any of 2 riſt 


ccction 


£51. 


ſectionmay becharg'd on tharSide? TAs © would 


be much mor ble, that they ſhould be treaty: - 
ed with Severities, who endanger er'd all our Liber - 
ties, than thoſe Men who fo worthul emp 


Church and State from DeſtruRion. . 03 


Do the Diſſenters claim any new- \Prefiagativess | 
any Powers or Privileges,” Honours or Emo _ 
ments? No: After all their Struggles for Liberty, 
Succeſs of their honeſt Endeavours,. 
they have deſired nothing more than the commom 


and the hap 


Protection of that Government which owes as, 

to their Integyity. - * Hos 
I'ma v4er Dr. Middleton have, that ifi it had ar 

been for theſe falſe Brethren, 'theſe precious: Saints 


48 he very candidly ſtiles them, be himſelf would - © 
not have been Preacher at St. Brides, nor have hac 


any Benefice at all without c to Popery.. And 
if he hath Conſcience enough to be a-Diſſenter in that 
Caſe, ought he not to have Charity enough to al- 
low Toleration in this? But bis Faith may be ſhewn 


by bis Worts: Do Men other Graperof ria, or F | 


of Thiſtles? © 


| By what Rule in Reaſon has the Door a. Right 
to charge the preſent Proteſtant Diſſenters, with che 


Actions — the Puritans under Oliver Cromwel ?. 
Would ke take it well, that they ſhould charge him 
and his Brethren with the Conduct of the Clergy 


under Chayls the Firſt ? Did the Precbyterians ever 


Perſecute the Church of Exgland? Who then ſer. 


them. the Example? Will the Doctor ſa / theye | 


were no Severities, no penal Laws or Hdrdfhi 


upon Liberty of Conſcience” before the Year"r6qi ? 


herefore, if the Chu#+b of England will not be ace 


countable for hat their Anceſtors were guilty of; 


Golan on innocent in che E yeu' of , + 
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I wovL p know by At Authorit Jy Ne 
raigns the Legiſlative e Power ? The three Eſtates of 
Great Britain, in Parliament aflembled, have judgd 
that the Diſſenters deſerve Toleration and Libert oy 
of Conſcience ; that this Lenity is the great Secur 
ty even of the Church of England; that ix ſtrengthens | 
the Proteſtant Intereſt, and unites his Majeſty's Sub- 
jefts. Yer this charitable Divine in a molt Chriſtian: 
like . 3 | 
feience ?. Liberty of t and judging for them- 
ſelves in what concerns only themſelves? Liberty 


Sake, who made him a Judge over Parliament and 
- againſt Law ? But he adds à hyhocritical Salvo, Ne- 
vertheleſs, let them in God's Name enjoy it. The 
Church of England (/ruly moderate, and never ad. 
VVV 


of Equity): freely grants it to chem though ſhe could 
never obtain it from them. 


Tun Meaning of. chis Doctrine ttuly ate 

ted is this; Do the Difſencerrdeſerve Toletation ?.. Nog, 

fFurely: Nevertheleſs: let them in Gþd's Name enjoy it, 
till it. can = akin m_ them. T1 — — [100 


* gracious — Be? ab 4 is this 8 
of the Doctor's, to his poor Diſſenting Brethren ? 
He freely grants them-what, he ſays, - they \certainly = 
do not deſerve; - Hence a Salvo to himſelf, and an ad- 
| mirable Caution to his Audience, who-maſt 

to underſtand him in the true Senſe, and * ber: i | 


of worſhipping God in their own Way? And then * 
very modeſtly anſwers, No, ſurtly. For God's 


be ſacs 


TN 


Þ Aould eee ds Deen of hi hy a 


1 the Diſentert wagt alder Rickerae ewe 


Powers or Preferments, this Man of the World right” T 


be angry. An Enerbachment on his Trade might 
ive him Offence, and to invade his Function; in 
one tender Points; might create in his, Mind ſomme 


* o . * 
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Uncafineſs: Bur #hite they defite ft fell du n. 


dulgence, as tö wear a Black Chat inſtead bf 4 
Gown, to pray withent Book, to preach without Notes, 


or to and fit ifiſteatt of ineeling, metliinks theſe- . 


are ſo taſily granted; and ſo difficult to forget; that” 
whilſt he has the Law on his Side; and his Dues ad- 


mit of no Defalcations,- he may ſleep n 


be never the Worſe for his Slumbers. 
Arx he has ſo freely granted chem Liberty 
of Conſcience, which he pronduners ex Catbeuru, 


chat they certainly de nor cette, ark i Sh 


cerity by the Pallage that follows * Iv it fit cke 
« Diffenters ſhould be imiulzed, com and ca- 
reſſed? Is it fit that for their Saks the ver Name 


«© of the Chaych of Emlsnd ſhould be ſpa 
© tion'd, whilth tht -Prototunt Cauſe 


thing pteciſely but the M f Peper), a. 


„ comprehtnds all other: Religions, even hols r 


Ms the and the Few.” © . 
413 1 know is calf'd: Midereth Woite 
| „ Difſanters. | It may perchance be” h,], ot 
i AR i Hap Mot Fal) Cana 
n regard to qur Mother n w 
Hund Litentiduſneſy anti Treachery, "© 


Fnus Moderation to the: Dine; geen 
the Pho 


and Tyrurber). 
Ganſe; it tet Or ent ber ion 1 1 
Phraſe; Hay, his Majeſty: himſtdf und mw 0% 


| Father, who ſo often * xrntly-ixve' Wide 


ee 
is . 


in its Room; which indefinite Dich mens no. | 


mended py 
* 
* * 
= 


mended that Intereſt to all 5501 Chriſtians and By.” 


F for my Friends; the Jeu. But with 
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lifbmen, have thereby, according to this Reverend 
— been guilty of ſhameful L and 


5 Treatbery. . 


Au T 00-9066 the bnd Conſequences, let us 


conſider the Merits of thoſe e Pupid and highly ri- 


diculous Paragraphs.” How is the Church of England 


' betray'd by extending the Protꝭſtant Cauſe, even to 


the Quaker and Jew? If to ſupport thoſe who wor- 
ſhip the only true God, as the Jets moſt undoubted- 


Iy do; if this is betraying the Church of 'Enland, 
. we plead guilty to the Charge of Licentiouſneſs and 


Treachery. But methinks a Chriftian Clergy ſhould 


be very tender of the Few, as a Sect from whom 
they borrowed their very Religion, and to whom 


— refer for the principal Evidences of this Reve- 


lation. I therefore conceive that Fudaiſm deſerves 
| Toleration, for this Reaſon among many others, 


that it · gives the firſt Light to the Cbriſtian Ration, 
and is the Baſis on which it ſtands. 

IBO E Dr. Middleton will not reject this Plea 
regard to the 
Diffenters, is it Treachery to the Church of England 


to unite their Intereſts in a common Cauſe, to 


make her the Head and Support of the Proteſtant 


Religion, and to give her ſo great an Advantage 


againſt the Church of Rome, her ancient and pro- 
fefs'd Enemy, by ſtrengthning her Hands with 
ſo much Aſliftance , and enliſting all the Deno- 
minations of Proteſtants to maintain her legal Eſta- 


bliſhmentr ? 8. 


Tzu with regard to "the Quakers, whoſe 
Tight within he makes old Infallibility, I will imme- | 
diately ſhew him the Difference. For old Infallibi-. 
bity, 2 he revives it, is an authoritative Manner 


of judging, not of every Man for himſelf, but of 


ore Man * all che 1. This is the real Die- 
5537 | | . rence 


11. 


rence between * Ovakers/ and _ „e 


They alledge, with great Reaſon and good 
Univerſality of ſufficient Light in Matters of Reli- 


eg ——- wy 


They maintain, as all Men of Candour :- 


gion. 
and Honeſty ought to do, that every Man bas 


from God Almighty competent Means to know | : 


his Will, and to ſerve him truly; and: that no 
Man has a Right to preſcribe to others; nor has? 


any Light _ iO £ 3 other Mens Actions, 
any, more than he Pr in his Head to direct 
their Paths. Whenes r 

contrary, and inſinuates in many Places, that the 


Church of England, or the Clergy, have all the Light 


themſelves, whilſt their Brethren the Laity, are to 


Middleton aſſerts the 


remain in utter uncomfortable Darkneſs. And whilſt 


this Difference holds between him and the Quakers, ' 
J will maintain, with the 
in Defiance of all bis Divimty,. that they are by 
much the beſt Chriſtians. 
Le me add in Behalf of this Sect, char they 
ſeem to be the only one a us that have pre- 
ferv'd their original good Principles. They ſet out 
in the Beginning on the Principles of Peace and 


Charity, they impos'd no Creeds, nor requir'd.any: 
Subſcriptions. They treated. their worſt Enemies 


with Candour, all ſerv'd God with true Sincetity. 
No Perſecutions could compeb them to be HypDꝰ 
_ crites, no Severities make them diſpenſe with their 


Truth: And, as their Morals were © the of the 
moſt irre proachful Kind, their Simplicity of Man- 
ners, * their ſocial Qualities were ſhining Parts 


of their Characters. T did not flatter King 
James the Second, like the * told him 
plainly, That as be was not 0 the 
Land, neither were they; and 
tion for their Principles, as be 


expetted Tolera- 


wy 


2 


im'd it on Account 
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would nat have deplor'd the Want of Eftabliſh- 


a little more Pecency for the future. They ol 
Men who deſerve it at a better Hand than 


M.᷑qajeſty, and as ſincerely affected to his Rayal 


Caſions. 


[ 2a} 


poor unfortunate King, Dr. Middleton WIY 


ment and Perpetuity in the Bleſſings procur d by; © 
the Reſtoration. And if that Prince was one. af 
thoſe Bleflings, as: he-ſeems to intend, we did not 
laſe him thro? any Ixgratituds to God, as the Doftar 
intimates ; but. chro! E Io werity, the | 
crying Sin of thoſe I 5 3 
I therefore expect be a treat the Quaker; with 


Middleton's. They are as faithful. Subjects to his 


Family, as any he has in 00 Dominions. They 
are as honeſt Men, and as fair Dealers, as any 
the moſt orthodox Spns of the Church. And tho 
they may not ſo readily. pay Tythes to the Clergy, 
as the Doctor may expect; yet, 8 they 
have as much Divinity on cheir Sid de to watrant. 
; the efuſal, as he can have Law to exact them. 
_ Fn1s I conceive to be common Juſtice: ta 4 
grea! and »/eful Body of Met 3 who make ſo confide- 
rable a Part of the Brizifp Nation; and who have 
ſo much adyancid the laudable Manufactures of - 
the Kingdom, with the Liberty and Happineſs of 
their Country, at all blazards and on all Oc- 


Is 8.411 now cankder-Dr. MIDDLETON's 
Palitichs, as J have here examin'd his Religion; and 
roduce as ſhining Inſtances of | his Truth, a 1 

j already one of his Charity> 27 


2 15 that & ton Her is firſt pure, - a 


580 Uproar and. Confuſion are ag 
lade 2 dae K. Bien as Lying and 
Deceiving. iſcord, ad by 
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5 13 4 . 
Chriſtian "Religion. Whoever preaches, to, y. 1 
whateyer Habit 276 5 or whatever Authorie, 
i} know of bis ef riss, 

uber it be of G, If it is Pure, then will it be 
caceable. If it is not Peaceabie, it can never be 
Pure. A bad Heart is always the Companion ofs 
factious Head. I urbulent aflions ever 
mw. 2 and are Foes ta the Quiet of Man- 
Far different this from the Defign af the 
7205 og which was Peace an Earth, and greg good 


The Spords were to be chang'd ne 9 
þ-fbares, and the Spears - ingo- Proning-books” - = 
The Lamb was to lye down with the Lyon, che 
Tyger was to loſe his Biercengſs, the whalg Fave of 
ature was to wear the Livery of Love, and bs 
Law af the Creation to be a Lewof Had ,. 
Kinp and candid was the Saviour of Mankind, a 


thi diving Lay 
ae bo Goſpch, 


| e 9 75 No — 
Will, * defpis'd the Vengrance that Was thug in - 
bj immodian Power He 1 Dil- 2 


Ab. e e Rr Bt 17 1 
LI of Men, 69 heal char Dir 


bo [4] 
viſions, and unite their Affections. What 6 ele 
could avail his moſt excellent Morality, but to go- 
vern their headſtrong Paſſions? Or What ſignify'd 
his exemplary Patience, but to teach them equal' 
Forbearance? What alſo was his great and illuttri- 


ous Legacy before he departed from amon us, but. | 


, that Peace which the World could not give us 
Hap Dr. Middleton ſtudy'd this Wiſdom which 
is from Above, was his Doctrine either Pure or 
Peaceable, I ſhould never have appear'd ag inſt 
him. Burt the Sermon before me hath given ſo juſt 
Cauſe of Offence (eſpecially ſince ſtamp'id with 
their Sanction, who — of all ought to have re- 
prov'd it) that I think it my — as I know it is 
my Right, to paint him in thoſe 


thily deſerve. 
Hz is ſo far frontarryllig on the Work of 
Peace, that he labours to promote the moſt pub- 


lick Confuſion. Inſtead of great good Will to 


Men, he advances Strife and intolerable Hatred. 


He divides the Kingdom againſt it ſelf, in View 


that it may not ſtand. He ſtigmatizes Men as 


_ falſe Brethren, who differ from him in Opinion, ; 


and pronounces to the World, that they do not 
deferve the natural Rights of Mankind, the Li- 


berty of judging for themſelves,” and worſhipping | 


God' in their own Way': All which Proceedings 


* he attempts to cloak under the Authority of Scri- 
| pture, and has particular Recourſe to the P/alms ; = 


tho I know not wherein he hath imttated David, 
unleſs it be in cur/ing bis Enemies. ade + 

Hx proceeds to abuſe the very Name of che 

Proteftant Cauſe, as full of H me Licentiouſneſs 


and T1 reachery. He objects to it as an indefinite 
Phraſe, that means nothing but the Negative of 


£ 7 which * ſnews his ene and * 


* 


olours, and ex- 
poſe him to that Odium which his Practices Wor- 


3 * 
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he knows not what it means: The only true Seht buy 
of the Proteſtant Religion confin'd to the = | 
nous Confeſſion of Augsburg, fiom whence the 
Name took its Riſe, and by which the Thing it Jl 
muſt always be underſtood. 
| To ſhew himſelf an equal Enemy to all che 
Rules of Senſe and Speech, as he has — to Charity 
and Candour, this great Pre Her of the Unintelligt- . - 
ble has even converted the Jeus into Proteſtants. 
The Proteſtant Cauſe he ſays comprehends all other 
ay Pre even that of the Jeus. He may as well | 
refler Jobn is a Papiſt. Nay, he may as well: | 
— 8 the Mabometans and Hottentots, the Sophi . 
Penſia, or the Great Mogul, to be of the Proteſtant | 
Religion. And, if another Babel ſhould happen for 
the Confuſt on of Languages, I humbly conceive he 
will have the beſt Title to conduct the hopeful Un- 
dertaking. | 
No Man would i imagine, from the ſ piteful Man- 
ner in which he mentions the Jes, that the divine. 
Inſtitutor of this Religion, the F ounder of Cbriſtia- 
nity it ſelf, was a Jew by Deſcent, . by Birth and 
Circumciſion ; that he treated the cus on all Occa-, 
ſions as his beloved Children, the favourite Nation, 


which he was to reſtore and raiſe above all the; - 1 
Kingdoms of the World; that the Gentiles were | 
look'd on as Intruders, as Dogs that could not be 


admitted to eat the Children's Bread, and could on- 
ly be allow'd the Crumbs that fell from the Table. 
The People of Iſrael were certainly the Heirs of the 
Promiſe ; and the we, by an extraordinary Stretch; 
on Grace and Favour, ave been allow'd.to yi” 
2 ty Bleſſing, have we. any Right to wal 
— 12 from thence? Are ill Uſage and bard 
Words the beſt Means of — ae) Or, be- 


2 cauſe the ve long been blind to the Light of: 
the i Oo, "hall 


we bare them for that Reaſon?: 
Might 


— 
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Might we not as well perſeeute thoſe who att blind 
ts the Light of the Day; nor able to ſee the Sun in 
the Firmament? With what Sihcerity can he pray. 
to Ged for Jews, Turks and Infidels ; yet in the 
fame Breath reproach and tevile them? With 
what Conſiſtericy can he reflect, that Feſus Chriſt. 
himſelf, his Lord and Maſter, was a Jet, a cif- 
cumci?d Foto, and yet be ſuch an d#circamrisd Phi. 
line, as to fight *bgninſt the Armien of the living 


LE r me add, that tho* Dr. Middleton, nor any 
one, can have Right to puniſh the Children for the 
Sins of the Fathers, which would be directly - 
gainſt an expreſs Command of God; yer it is he- 
roick Virtue, afid the higheſt Strain of Generoſity, 
to reward and bleſs the Children of thoſe Fathers 
who have tnefited well at our Hands. The ons 
Caſe is abſolute Injuſtice, and cruel Inhumanity; 

the other is Redundaney of Kindneſs, and flowing 
Food Nature. It may be further obſety'd, that 
the Meſſiah comply'd with the Centurion iti the Go 
pel, and granted his Prayer, becauſe of this Re- 
commendation from the Fews, that he loved their 
Nation, and built them a Synagogne; which I pre- 
ſume was ſomething different from /butting up their 
Synagogue. And what was allow'd a Merit y 7e. 
ſas Chriſt ſcvenlesm hundred Years ago, cannot have 
loft its Virtue by the Force of Time or Cuſtom. 
ITA ENT expect he will behave himfelf 
more eivily hereafter to Men, to whom it is at lealt- 
his Duty to ſhew common Humanity). Sd 

Bur indeed he might pertiaps have Been eaſily 
forgiven, if he had gone no furthet than bitter Ex- + 
preſſions againft the Diſſenters, the Quakers, ad 
the Jets. Something might have been allow'd to 

a a prepoſſeſs'd Mind, and the vulgar Prejudices of 
Education. For theſe may very poſſibly excuſe a 
Tees — ae . little 


* 


* 
; * þ * o 
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little Want of - Decency and Candour : Vet whefi a 
Clergyman ſhall go beyond all theſe Offences againſt 
Morality, ſhall even add Lying and Decerving to 
Eimy, Hatred, Malice, and all Unchoritablencf z 
What Words can expreſs the deſerv d Deteſtation? 
Or what Cenſure be r to ſuch Jandiſed, 
icated Crimes? 
AM not to _ Dr. Middle of cri- 
minal Omiſſions, elſe I might very properly ag-. 

avate his Silence of the Proteftant Sucoeſſon, E 
Ne ect of the Duty he was calPd to hy Gare” 
bis Neglect to inculcate Obedience to 
vernment, and to —— TI 
Prince on the Throne. 

On the other hand he makes it his Buſineſs to 
diſplay the dreadful. Nature ↄf I Te 
©- live under them, be tells is grievous to wiſe 
and Men: Tho' the Uſurper ſhould chance 
© to carry on his Adminiſtration with the Appear- 
* ance of Juſtice, and ſhould 2,7 the Sword for the" 
* Puniſhment of ' Evil-Doers, and for the Praiſe of | 
© them that dy. well; be ſays, this would be grievous 
to wiſe and good Men ; becauſe they know the 
«. Ordinances reſulting - from ſuch an aſſum'd Au- 
© thority would be invalid, the judicious Deriſions 

©. unrighteous, and the pretended legal Executions 

22 ſolemn Murders.“ | 

— ben of this is moſt excellent. Faw 

en 10 govern, the with * 


- ity and — U ton be 
2 Brig Men; 5 how, ar wee 
| to 
Judo given 705 4 roots 5 wget 
teuus * * 5 man, —— is 


bang d af Tyburn, - this tended al Execution is 
2 1 * | 


BY - Bur 


” x8 i 

Zur this is nothing to what follows; the Doctor 
after N © deplor'd the Uſurpation, proceeds to 
rejoice Reſtoration 3 and he adds that it "is 
ied to be fear d we have not been ſufficiently thank- 
ful for theſe intftimable Favours. of Provide, at 
leaft, that our Thankfulneſs bas not ſheu?d it ſelf in 
proper Effects, in Obedience to God, and in 
LOYALTY TO HIS VICEGERENT: Be- 
cauſe it did not pleaſe God to add Eſtabliſnment aud 


Perpetuity o the Bleſſings which be reſtored. to * 15 


muben be Awe our KING. 

Now, ſince the then Royal Family were theſe 
ineſtimable Favours, theſe Bleſſings which God 

reſtor d to us when he reſtor d our King; ſince it 

did not pleaſe God to add Eſtabliſnment and Perpe- 
tuity to thoſe. Bleſſings; therefore Dr. MIA 

DLETON has terrify 


'd himſelf with the Fear, 
that it muſt be * ſtrange Diſobedzence to God, ſome. 
dreadful Diſloyalty to-his Viccgerent, by which we loſt 
thoſe Bleſſings in the Perſon of King! James the 
Second, and brought about the Revolution. 
Ax l beg the Reader to conſider, what a fatal 
deſtructive and damnable Error is thus impreſs'd on 
the Minds and Conſciences of all unwary Men, 
when we are told, that we were unthankful for the 
Reſtoration, in being diſobedient to God and diſloyal: ta 
bis VICEGERENT, otherwiſe we had not loſt an 
unbappy Prince, who had almoſt totally eullav d us 
and overturnꝰd our Conſtitution. ä 
In ſonport of theſe treaſonable and — In- 
ſinuations, he begins to deſcribe the Blefings and 
| Benefits of the Reſtoration, as we experienc'd 2 
in the Perſon and Adminiſtratian of his Majeſt 
"CHARLES tb Second. A Prince, ſays he, — 
a Change of Fortune from the loweſt Diſtreſs to the 
8 — of Grandeur might betrdy bim into ſome un- 
| Fan 


12 


1 


disable Iodylgences a ever tender of the Priri- 
— Teh, ſtudig 22 their Safety even 
1045 OWN. 

WI pious andiſa Preacher was 
magnifying tharManarch's I. de ee the Pri- 
vileges of his People, methinks he ſhou ſhould have ro- 
membred the CHARTER of LONDON; 
For (certainly ſuch an Audience, 2 4 Court of 

Lord: Mayor and Aldermen, could not ſit with com- 
. 
 fograv It, [W an on. 

of e beute kal any Retmains in their Me: 
4 And it moſt be a natural Queſtion, with 
every. one; whether, when when that Prince dir 
refted the 2ya Warranto their Charter, and 
ſeiz'd-it into his Hands; I ſay, wberber be quas then 
2 of their. . Audious of heir | 
Safety, at une C dis n. 8 
boy Pay ror» * Detter afraid, that, his 
—_— mould ſhock bis 'Patrons; | he. proceeds 
| — with equal Intrepidity in 1 ſame remarkable 


6 + Then did Parliaments 1 their 1 "3 | 


«, puration,and original Authori — ; chen the; Housx 
85 ties ; Members frecly and an 126 — by 
© Throne been diſpos'd to have enlarg d. 
+,britfd,..had- there Been a 


0 of COMMONS was of Members of 
their C Members inca pa 
their Country; oof 
« Authoricy, und to haye redue'd 2 
< Miniry to huve made geh oY pt upon 


© diſtinguiſh Characters, —— and Abi- 
41 ©; fluenced by the: Throne, had the pible gf, b 
of Parliaments; Members . incapable being 
arliaments ; i ou Jae 


7 CON A > 
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Ir ſeems this venerable Aſſembly, Abels Th 


cover'd the Reputation and Authority of Parliaments, 
was the long Parliament return'd in 1 1667, which con- 
tinued ſeventeen Tears. The whole World is ſen- 
fible, that this was the PENSION PARLIA« 
MENT, and a ſtanding Pool of in. Every 
one knows, that Sir Stephen Fox nam' d in the Houſe 
a great Number of Members, who received large 
Sums of Money every Year from the Crown „ and 
even the Books, where theſe Penſions were enter d. 
had been producd to the Houſe, if the King had 
not ſent übe Lord Chamberlain with Orders, that nona 
ſhould be carry'd from the Offices. Theſe are. Facts 
of the greateſt Notoriety; and that Parliament has 
therefore been ever ſince popularly odious. - I re- 
member a Perſon of. very great Diſtinction a 
the Tories, I mean Mr. Sh--pp--# himſelf, who cala 
them an infamous Parliament in a printed Speech: Yet 
this is the Parliament which Dr. Middleton has 
canoniz?d, this is the Parliament which he pronoun- 
ces * being brib'd, had à Miniſtry been 
ever ſo deſigning or diſtreſs'd. And after this, I 
reſume, the Doctor expects we ſhould pay a ſingular 
| Paference to his Veracity, when we have even con- 
victed him of Lyes at the Altar, and of wilful 
Falſhoods pronounc'd in the preſence God. 
H that can be guilty of Wirkeaneſs ſo horrible 
2s this, whatis he not capable of? There is no Ini- 
quity but he can practi, no Falſhood but what he 
be rs qual Truth 4 Honefty d. he 
1TH equal Truth an oes o- 
ceed to eſtabliſn his Reputation. 1 
Tux, ſays he, was the current of juſtice 
turn'd into its right Channel, where it ran pure 
and unpolluted ; the venerable Fathers of the Law 
4 adminiſtring J N according to the Merits te 


3 | [221 
1 the Cauſe before them, not according E | 
* Inftruftions,. or the political Charafers of the Per- 
© ſons concerned.“ ; 
Tu ESE venerable Fathers, it bent, were 
Scroggs and Fefferies, &c. And theſe adminiſtred the 
Law with great Sufficiency and Impartiality indeed; 
Fo their eternal Infamy it muſt be ſaid, that there 
never was ſo much Rapine, Corruption, and — 
manity in Weſtminſter-Hall, never ſuch : 
Practices ſince the Nation had a Being. 
theſe venerable Fathers of the Law Ruſſel 
his Life, and Colonel Sidney alſo ſuffer'd. Buder 
them Scribere * Nx was declar'd the Law. Under 
them were ge, Corniſh, and the beſt Friends of 
the Conſtitution butcher'd. Under them were the 
| Charters of every Corporation overthrown, the 
diſpenſing Power aſſum'd, and, what was more, 
gave it Sanftion, | 
An vp yet theſe Judges, theſe — Fathers, 
that never decided a Cauſe accordi evious I. 
ſtructions, own'd themſelves after. 5 evolution, 
_ 2 Chancellor Jefferies gave them Direction 
m the King, uant to which they rr gt 2 
Fine of 30, ooo l. on the Earl of Devonſbire, chen 
under a Court Proſecution. * 
Iv T o ſuch right Channels was the mens et 
Juſtice turn 'd, where its Stream run ſo Fare, and 45 
ies Waters thus unpolluted. 
LASsTI Y, we are inforws, the Church was 
committed to faithful Hands, not to Timeſeryers,' not 
to Party Scriblers. And yet we have this Teſtimony 
of ſo conſiderable a Man as the late Mr. Locke; that 
the Biſbops were then the dead Weight of the Houſe 
of Peers, that they voted in a Herd s for the 
Court; and, what is ſtill more remarka * they 
3 Charity, every Man of them, to 
vota 


2 1 Hes 


vote ag gainſt the Repeal, and for the (Camtionace- ©. 


of chat = inſt merciful Writ de Heretica.Camburends, 
If thoſe venerable Fathers of the Church werezany 
| — Jung than Timeſerwers, then Dr. Middleton 
ſhall my Voice on his Side, chat be is 1⁰ 1 | 
Seribler. 

Now, * having avouch'd all theſe flagrant 
Falſhaods, he ſolemnlydemands. our hearty 
to God for theſe wonderful Vouchſafements, i. e. 
for Members of Parliament, wwho never were capable 
of Bribery; Judges of the Law, avho never avere Court. 
Inſtruments ; and Biſhops,"who never were Timeſervers. 
Whereasthe Truth of Hiſtory. is directly againſt 
him; and it is moſt aſſuredly Fact, that —— rſt 
- were Penſioners, the next were Proſtitutes, and the 
laſt were:Paraſites and Slaves. 

AND although, ſays he, we have Gnce ſmert⸗ | 
ed and may ſtill ſmart, [ I ſuppoſe be means by the 

* Revolution, deſcribed as God's chaſtening Diſpen- 
5 ſation] yet we may aſſure ourſelves from the To- 
© kensof 125 Love, manifeſted in thie Work of the 
„GLORIOUS RETORATION, that if -e 
vll turn to him and ta our Duty, which muſt be 
do the Duty from whence we .When we loſt 
the Bleſſings of the Reſtoration, and which Duty, 

it ſeems, was Obedience to God and Layaity to. his 
© Vicegerent : Then, when we return totheſe, Gob 
| © will alſo turn from his fierce Anger, #bat. us e. | 
* ri/h not. He will. in due time grant us | 

* queſt of our Lips (I preſume another Reftaration) 
and once more: make our ed 
„the Earth. 

\Thave thus purſued the Do#tor, 8 1 promis'd in 


Thanks 


my laſt. I muſt own he is a new: Inſtance of Sedition - 


and Faction from the Pulpit. I always thought the 
Clergy of this great Dioceſe ſo well regulated, by | 


” | 
the Careof their admirable Prelatt, that we hal not 
any thing of this kind te fear. And Iam both 
ſorry and ſurpriz d, that, equally regardleſs of his 
Lordſhip's Example and Authority,. the Preacher 
before us ſhould! , out into ſuch. Licenti 
4 he even borders on HIGH- TREA- 
80 

HFlowever, I am oblig'd to remember rhe Juſtice 
and Integrity of the Court of AL Dñ EAM EN. I 
do therefore return them the moſt humble Thanks 
of great Numbers of his Majeſty's beſt: Subjects, 

for the Negative of Thanks which they worthily | 

gave to a Sermon wherein the Toleration was im- 
feachd, the Revolution arraign'd, and the wretched 
Pretenſions of a Popiſb Impoſtor were countenanc'd 
as far as was ſafe and convenient. 

IcanNnoT help being of Opinion, that they 
vho could approve ſuch DoFrines,. or warrant ſuch 
Ly#'s as ate ſhewn to be ini this Sermon, could 
neither be true to their Country, nor faithful to 


the Rights of the City of London; eſpecially the 


- Caſe of their Charter conſider d. And I co 
late the Court of Aldermen, that they have wiſely 
avoided that fatal Imputation, which muſt have 
created a general Suſpicion and Diſtruſt of rhieir 
Characters in all the Members of this Fee 
Community. 

AND ne ee 


thought fit | 


to ſhew- their - Diſpleaſure againſt this Szditions | 


Preacher, ſo it may be very reaſonably expected he 
will alſo be cenfur'd by thoſe who have a 1 
controul the — Licenſe' in the . Pulpit x 
eſpecially in thoſe who, having only a common bs 
miſſion, abuſe the Indulgence they-are allow'd, and 
add e to 1 en @ | 
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 I'mvsrt own L am not for Peanltes oi:Cantbrls- | 


to check the Progreſs of Truth, to multiply Dis 
couragements in the Way of Enquiry, or to proſe- 
cute its Friends and Advocates. For this Reaſon, 
tho” I am aſſur'd the Sermon before me would be 


adjudg' d /editious and libellous in the Courts of . 


dicature, yet I would be the laſt to make it c 

zable there. I am not for Reſtraints on the I 

berty of Writing: But Preaching is certainly a al 
ferent Exerciſe. It is a laudable Method of haran - 
guing the Populace, without Fear of Contradittion,' 
or Reply. It is of the moſt dangerous Conſequence, * 
becauſe it is not the Subject of free Examination, un- 
leſs the Diſcourſe ſhould be publiſh'd from the 
Preſs: And even then, too many who heard it 
are not likely to attend the Controverſy. ' Few read 
printed Sermons, tho Numbers hear them preach'd. 


And thoſe unwary Multitudes, that, ſway'd by: 
the Authority of the. Prieſthood, © attend the 


Preacher with too much Credulity ; theſe ate im- 
pos'd on by his Frauds and F alſhoods, - theſe are 


 decieiv'd by his religious Lyes, beyond all Oppor- 


tunities of diſcovering the Error, dean they 


want regular Means of Information. 
I T is therefore of the utmoſt Conſequence to ci- 
vil Society, for the Happineſs of Mankind is great- 


ly affected in this very momentous Affair. It isa 


moſt important Concern that the Pulpits of this 
Kingdom ſhould be under due Regulations; that 
unjuſtifiable Excurſions into Politicks, and ſeditious 
Attempts on the People, ſhould be cenſur'd and re 
ſtrain'd, leſt the People ſhould be poiſon'd, 


the Publick ſhould ſuffer thro theſe dangerous un- | 
chriſtian Practices. 


 Trnxxrs is no Man who remembers the u, 
laſt Years of the Reign of the late Queen Anne, but 


9 8 0 


Fo 


* "Ea 25: 1 FOIA 

Allee for-thewnbappy Difuaftion” 
s it ſelf on our late Sovereign's Acceſ- 
ES LAG ow had nocerioully 
aſſions of 3 0 in the 
Tuner Dry Aden eine) te? ck 
Hon wi jous Col they 
| | + coped up bereditary Rbt,. and — Obe · 
with other and peſtilent Diet. 
Hence the Spirit that ſhew'd it ſelf in all the Ele- 
ions of the Kingdom hence the Bitterneſs and 
Hatred of the Rabble againſt all ä | 
— — Behalf of che Pepif 

| IS Pd in 0 [ 
| Procnde, and in the Preſton Rebellion, ; ©: 

a 2 5 — 
to am perſua y are 
better and ;more-reaſonable- Men. They know: 
their Duty, and the Intereſt of their Country. And, 
as their fæverend Order bee een. bible, diſtin · 
d by the Favour and. Protection of the: pre- 
fent Royal Family, undoubtedly they will make thet- | 
due Returns of Gratitude by — 4 to their lato- | 
ful Prince, and Zeal for a free Cunſtiinism. 
Bur if ever they —— incumbent 
them, if ever they depart. fon the Functions 
their Office in the Goſpel of . Chriſt,” 
e 11 fed of hs they in- 
orn if in | 

terſere with a Province that does not belong to 


a. 


Affairs of a temporal Nature: Ido 1 
of this will be a total Diſſolution of civil Right, 4 
general Diſaffection to the Royal Family, and the 


2 Danger to all our Liberties. rience | 
. an ee, 282 — * | 


| a? " 
. F . 
. 
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* them, I mean the Policies of civil Government, ane 


. ue. 


"i 6 ] ; » 
and ought th be cenible enn i in WA pre 
_ afices./ : 151 DH wy ne fp 
ale ty py 2 2 8 
1 an Actempt at t | 
aſty's s Reign has conform'd to u En | 
1 and neither the Kg or Nis Mic 
niſters have us d Paipit Declamation aon the Aru] 
af Government. They have not d in 
Clergy, or any of cher, td haraague for the Ad- 
miniſtration, to Kite on the Pafflehs of the TV. 
ple in behalf of bar Schemes, or to preaeh up this 
| e Policicks, as was done n former TO. 
hope Dr. Middleton nor any of his Sim have Hoy 
liſted thenifelves on one Side, becauſe none 
retain them dn che other: But ond I em fare ; 
of, I — it 9 unfair 3 7 
ſhould be drawn t Governitfients 
_ were never us'd in it's Defence; and which 
would occaſion high Diſativfaction;- Mould tte 
en ee 


Ir is however a gteat Conſolaridn eo me und v 
all 3 Friends, chat che late — 7h | 
oefiives again ———. 6 as 
they are wicked, and as ar defied.” 
When I. conſider the Magick e ard the = 
Power of Eloquence, whitt an an n 'Forceu 
fine Imagination is poſſeſt'd of, #1d 
Effects it muſt have on Mankind; 1 W 
che Intereſts of Liberty, left: ſuch mafterly Pefſita- * 
ion ſhould aid the Cauſe of Faction, and fevfrious 
Preachers advance their Schemer py the 5 
of Genius or Abilities. | 
I a m therefore exceedingly — whey 1 
. Mitdletow's Sermon, wich is ä 
the Flatus of Party.. It has neither Senſe or Lau- 


"XP guage to recommend it 3/ and as the Sentiments are 


.moſt 


$06» 


ting oven the Beauties. of itunabls Berigdd, ve 
inguifh'd by any fine Turns, any Saw pf the 
gepatherick 4 bur full of falſe Ornament and 


wa 


85 
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wing que the everlaſting 
Dy 
N ſhould\ win the Bae of , 


; 


by 
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"Man whe —— 
© Rights and /Liberries,; whilſt: chey ar- 


8 perſecute the 


* 
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Ak, theſe Men are continually prrachigoup 


trying them. You find. rar eo nr 


 - moſt paſſionate Fears for the Safety = 
df the Conſtitution, whilſt chemſelves are its 


Danger.) They are ever alarming us with 5s Ha 
zards and Perils, whilſt they themſelves are plotting 
its Ruin. At the Head of a Free 3 1 
Monarchy deriv d of the __ 
| King by Jure Divino,; and brag r dere, 
ee be ſupreme. at he Head n ales 


IT is for theſe Reaſons chic they have the Diſen- 
ers, becauſe of their 
Fidelity to the preſent Eſtabliſhment. - And when 
we name this as the Merit that entitles thoſe Sects to 
our Favour and Protection, there's the Curſe and 
Confuſion of all. The Merit we alledge in their 
Behalf is thought ſufficient Reaſon to Jaſtify even 
their Deſtruction. 

„Ir. B much to be hop d that the People of R 
* have taſted the Sweets, and enjoy d the Fruis 
of their generous Freedom ſo long, that they are 
not now. to be juggled out of their Happineſs, nor 
deluded into Biſaffection. The Toil and Struggle 


af forty. Years for hat we fo largely poſſeſs, che 


| Million of; Men that were flain, and rhe E Trexfurcs. 


that were ſpent in this N Contention, ought - 
eyer;i@ be:dcer in our Conſideration,” And whilſt 
we reflect on what we have done to procure; the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſnment, I truſt that no Deceitor fraudu- 
lent Arts will ever perſuade us, to betray it. 
I therefore ve meet with any faioms intemperate | 
Preachers.” ha would. make. us dliſcuntented or 
uneaſy with our preſent Situation, who would divide 
7 27 „ our 
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_ the Workers of Striſe and Sedirjott.” 


9 
jefty's Petfon, or adam 


— dae e ces 
Mit more rn rernem | 
ae hot the Shs off Peace, GG e 


. without Means of proper Enqu "Re — — 

without Liberty of free Debate in the great Affaim 
and Intereſts of our Conſtitution. The more we 
22 the better ſhall 2 underſtand itz 
-and the better we are acquain the preſent. 
Eſtabliſhment, the more'ſhall and eſteem 
it. Therefore let us beware of choſe who would 


deceive us, nor repoſe an implicit Belief in an Eccle- 
ſiaſtick whatever, : however aſſuming or or diftaorial, 


however dignify'd or di iſh'd. 

I SHALL conclude in the following 
Words. 
Tu great Licentiau fs of the Prof; in 


2 cenſuring and reflecting 
ment, hath of late given too juſt Cauſe of Offence. 


© Yetwhen only Pamphlets and Common Libels are 


e 


* Matters of Complain — "Yo but 
© Scriblers andthe je I 0 


Party are 


Enemies is call'd 5 of GOD of 
Church, when this bitter and poiſonous Pill is 
gilded over 
and the People are 3 for their Souls and their 


Conſciences Sake to ſwallow theſe pernicious 2 


4 
S * 


pon all Parts of Govern- 


with the ſpecious Name of Loyalty, - 


| 1 
7 


Doctrines; when, inſtead of ſound Religion, Di- 


© vinity and Morality, FaZious and . Diſ- 


* See Dr aher Tryal, p. 61. Bis Bditien 1710 
e * courſes: 


o 
+ : 
. © 


